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a confutation of Baylc, by Leibnitz. JOHNSON. 'A confutation of Baylc, Sir! What part of Baylc do you mean? The greatest part of his writings is not confutablc: it is historical and critical.' Mr. M'Lcan said, ' the irreligious part;' and proceeded to talk of Leibnitz's controversy with Clarke, calling Leibnitz a great num. JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, Leibnitz persisted in affirming that Newton called space sciiso-rhun nntiiinis, notwithstanding he was corrected, and desired to observe that Newton's words were QUASI sciisorinm nu-minis\ No, Sir ; Leibnitz was as paltry a fellow as I know. Out of respect to Queen Caroline, Avho patronised him, Clarke treated him too well5.'
During the time that Dr. Johnson was thus going on, the old minister was standing with his back to the fire, cresting up erect, pulling down the front of his periwig, and talking what a great man Leibnitz was. To give an idea of the scene, would require a page with two columns ; but it ought rather to be represented by two good players. The old gentleman said, Clarke was very wicked, for going so much
1  ' Others have considered infinite space as the receptacle, or rather the habitation of the Almighty; but the noblest and most exalted way of considering this infinite space, is that of Sir Isaac Newton, who calls it the saiwium of the Godhead.    Brutes and men have their scnsoriola, or little sciisoriiniis, by which they apprehend the presence, and perceive the actions, of a few objects that lie contiguous to them. Their knowledge and observation turn within a very narrow circle. But as God Almighty cannot but perceive and know everything in which he resides, infinite space gives room to infinite knowledge, and is, as it were, an organ to Omniscience.'   Addison, The Spectator, No.
565.
2  'Lc culebre philosophe Leibnitz , . . attaqua ces expressions du philosophc anglais, dans tine Icttre qu'il ecrivit en 1715 a In feue reine d'Anglcterrc, Spouse de George II.   Cettc princcsse, digne- d'etre en commerce avcc Leibnitz ct Newton, cngagea une dispute reglee par lettrcs cntre les deux parties.   Mais Newton, cnncmi dc toute dispute ct avarc dc son temps, laissa le doctcur Clarke, son disciple en physique, et pour Ic moins son egal en metaphysique, cntrcr pour lui clans la lice.   La dispute roula sur prcsquc toutcs Ics iducs mutaphysique-j de Newton, et c'est pcut-etrc le plus beau monument quo nous ayons dcs combats Httcraircs.'   Voltaire's Works, ed, 1819, xxviii. 44.
into trouble ever to mention it in his Life of
